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TWO STATISTICAL ATLASES. 



The Statistical Atlas of Commercial Geography. By E. J. Hast- 
ings. W. & A. K. Johnston, Edinburgh and London. 167 pp. 

Extended notices of no less than three commercial geographies of 
more recent date than the above having appeared in former issues of 
these Publications, there may seem to be some apology needed for 
calling attention to the work of Mr. Hastings. It may, however, 
claim our attention by its exclusively statistical methods. The author 
deals in diagrams and tables, and has no text whatever. His facts 
gathered from the Blue Books relate to the exports and imports of 
Great Britian, with four exceptions, for the year 1886, and the exports 
of other countries for 1885. Imports in general are presented accord- 
ing to different classes of commodities, then again as coming from 
twelve British possessions, and from twelve principal foreign countries. 
Then follow for thirty specified commodities statements of the relative 
value imported from different countries. The total exports from 
Great Britian are treated in a similar fashion, and a presentation made 
of the chief articles of export of thirty-four foreign countries. Inter- 
spersed with the rest are a half dozen statements of the production of 
certain articles of commerce in the chief centres of production in 
England. 

The information is presented in diagrams and tables, the latter 
usually facing the former. The diagrams are all of one style. A 
certain square is taken as a unit and these are placed one above the 
other, showing a thin white line between each square and the next. 
The result is in most cases a series of broad vertical lines easily com- 
pared. When, however, the sums are large the amount has to be 
shown by two or more such lines, and here the comparison involving 
two dimensions is not so eas-ily made at first glance. Apart from this 
minor matter the book is a decidedly successful attempt at the pres- 
entation of the main facts of imports and exports of interest to the 
British public by graphical methods. jj_ p # jp_ 

Album of Agricultural Statistics of the United States. Department 
of Agriculture. Results of investigation under direction of the Sta- 
tistician. Washington, D. C, 1889. Quarto. Pp. 8; plates 16. 

This publication is the result of a petition for a small separate 
allowance for graphic illustration. The list of illustrations relates to 
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percentages of unoccupied and of farm lands ; acreage and yield in 
corn, wheat, and oats ; average value of horses, cattle, sheep, swine ; 
percentage of rural population, average value of land, farm tenures, 
etc. They are based upon special investigations of the Department. 
The maps are neatly executed. Various methods of graphic illustra- 
tions are introduced, some of them new to American statistics, 
although used in the French Albums. The grading of the tints is 
especially good. It is to be wished that dates were assigned to the 
several maps, for there is no clue to the exact period to which the 
representations refer. 

D. R. D. 



COMPARATIVE STATISTICS OF SPRINGFIELD CHURCHES. 



Second Annual Report of the Eastern Avenue Congregational 
Church together with comparative statistics of the Springfield churches 
for fifty years. Springfield, Mass., Oct., 1889. Pp. 20. 

The publication of the comparative statistics collected in this brief 
pamphlet should stimulate churches in other cities to initiate similar 
work. It is of great social interest, and there does not appear to be 
anv reason why in most cases such an inquiry cannot be satisfactorily 
accomplished. Statistics are presented showing the relative growth of 
churches and membership of the different denominations in Springfield 
for half a century. The following table shows the ratio of churches 
and the evangelical communicants to the population during fifty 
vears : — 
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26,703 
1,405 
1,669 
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13,352 
1,271 
6.73 
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33,340 
1,516 
1,775 

11,113 

6,668 
1,235 
5.48 

320 


43,654 


One Non-Evangelical church to every. . 
One ttonian Catholic church to every. . 


1,455 
1,617 
14,561 
8,731 
1,247 


One Evangelical communicant to every 
Average membership of Evangelical 


5.35 
302 







This table shows that in Springfield the number of churches com- 
pared with the population is steadily diminishing. The ratio, how- 



